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Legs, legs, legs(1st and 2nd Class)   

Resources: A variety of concrete materials to support pupils 

Strands: Problem solving, addition, subtraction 

Activity: Display and read aloud this problem to pupils: 

 

Some dogs and ducks were in the garden. There were ten legs alto-

gether in the garden, how many dogs and ducks might there have 

been?  

Explain your answer. Allow pupils time on their tables to count out ten ob-

jects to represent the legs and explore how many of each there might 

have been. 

Then ask what if there were only ducks in the garden and still ten legs how 

many ducks would there be? Allow time for pupils to explore this and en-

sure they can explain how they know there would be five ducks. 
 

Questions: 

                            How many legs does a dog/duck have? 

Could you write a sum to show how many dogs and 

ducks you have? 

 

Challenge Questions: 

• Could there be only two dogs in the garden if there were ten legs? Ex-

plain your answer. 
 

• Could there only be dogs in the garden? Why/why not? Show me. 

 

• Could you have a total of nine legs in the garden with dogs and 

ducks? Why/ why not? 

Variations: 

1. Change the context of the question so that pupils explore grouping of 

threes, fives, etc. 

 

2. Give pupils more cryptic clues about the total number, for example, it is 

an odd number, it is less than 15 but greater than 11, etc. 


