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Bones( Junior and Senior Infants)  

Resources: 14 bones per pair of pupils, five dogs 

Strands: Grouping and sharing, counting 

Activity: Each pair of pupils need 14 bones and five dogs. Ask pupils 

to share the bones so that each dog has at least two. 

Change the number of bones that each dog has the next 

time and ask pupils to explore. 

Questions:  

Did each dog get the same amount? Why not?  

Explain to me and show me how you shared the bones. 
 

Challenge Questions: 

 

• How many would you need so that each dog has the same amount? 

 

• This dog was greedy and took six of the bones. What does that mean 

for the other dogs? 

 

Variations: 

 

1. Change the number of dogs and bones as appropriate. Ensure that 

there will not always be equal sharing. 

 

2. Encourage pupils to apply logic, for example, if three, three, three, two 

and one are 12, then three, three, three, one and one are 11 because I 

took one away from the two. 11 is one less than 12. 

 

2. Encourage pupils to check if there is another way to distribute the bones. 

Have you found all possible ways? How do you know? 



 

For more info visit mathsweek.ie 


